[Neutropenia and sepsis in hematologic patients].
The neutropenic patient's infections are challenging problems for modern medicine. The increasing number of iatrogenic neutropenia, the invasive procedures and the growing resistance to antibiotics and antimycotics make the treatment of sepsis difficult. The aim of this study was to analyse the frequency and mortality of neutropenic infections in hematologic patients. In the department of the authors 146 patients with sepsis were diagnosed out of 2173 treated patients in 24 months (67/1000 patients). 78 of them were neutropenic (absolute neutrophil count below 0,5 G/I) and 63 were severe neutropenic (absolute neutrophil count below 0,1 G/I). Sepsis occurred on the 10-11th day of neutropenia. 45% of positive hemoculture were caused by Gram positive bacteria, 30% by Gram negative bacteria, 10% by fungi and 15% were polymicrobic infections. The overall mortality was 36%, but in the severe neutropenic group it was about 60%. These results show that despite of the use of new, broad spectrum of antibiotics and antimycotics in neutropenic patients with sepsis, it is difficult to treat these patients.